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n January 2004, after two 
decades of working be-
hind the scenes, the men 
convened and decided to 
establish an official orga-
nization. They called it Mis-
askim [“those who do”], 

because they are “osek” - occupied,  in 
tzarchei tzibur - “the needs of the com-
munity”. Why an official organization? 
Rabbi Yanky Meyer, Director of Misas-
kim, explained, “Firstly, we wanted it 
to be easier for people to find us. They 
don’t have to rely on the grapevine 
to locate us. Secondly, we wanted to 
be more organized, so that we can do 
more for Klal Yisroel.” Two selfless mo-
tives; one golden organization.  

As the years passed, these extraor-
dinary ba’alei chesed have asked them-
selves time and again, “How else can 
we help Klal Yisroel?” And so, since Mis-
askim’s inception, they have initiated 
innovative projects, which have revo-
lutionized the concept of chesed again 
and again. Today, their comprehensive 
services are divided into five umbrella 

categories; kavod hames, chevra kadi-
sha, mes mitzvah, disaster/accident re-
covery and gemach nichumim. 

These projects evolved from shar-
ing others’ pain with open eyes and an 
open heart. “Anyone could have really 
thought of these ideas,” Rabbi Meyer 
says modestly. “It does not even require 
so much creativity or organization, but 
rather a genuine desire to help those 
people suffering out there. Take for 
example Misaskim’s famous Gemach 
Nichumim, [chesed for mourners] the 
famed ‘Shiva Chair Gemach.’ Everyone 
knows how painful it is to sit shiva. So, 

we brainstormed and came up with a 
long list of items which would make 
the shiva week so much more com-
forting and comfortable. We started 
small; 200 folding chairs, 30 low shiva 
chairs, 6 water coolers and several fans. 
We had one truck, servicing Boro Park 
and Flatbush, NY. Within weeks, we 
expanded to include Williamsburg. 
Today, we have 2,500 folding chairs, 
300 plastic shiva chairs, 100 comfort-
able shiva chairs, 65 water coolers, 50 
aronei kodesh, dozens of air condition-
ers, fans, phones, faxes, tape recorders 
and more. We rent five warehouses 

Making 
The Worst Of Times

   A Bit Better
by Sarah Spielman

It started as a group of five-six individuals, belonging to organizations such as Hatzolah 
and Bikkur Cholim, who had a knack for being at the right place at the right time. For 
some reason, they were always the ones called “to do the legal legwork after the crib 
death,” “to arrange the burial of this homeless man,” and “to make a quick clean-up and 
gather the body parts after the car accident.” Dedicated and unassuming, these noble-
spirited individuals were committed to helping Jews, regardless if this chore was listed as 
one of their organization’s official services.

12   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt summer 5770/2010     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt summer 5770/2010   •   13



to store our equipment and have nine 
trucks to transport the equipment to 
practically every community in the NY/
NJ tri-state area. In the average week, 
Misaskim makes an average of seventy 
pick-ups and deliveries to thirty-five 
shiva homes.”

And so it was with each of the Mis-
askim initiatives. Misaskim heard the 
clarion call…and responded. To ease 
the stress and difficulties of organizing 
funerals, they purchased light genera-

tors, sound systems and trucks for all 
burial societies to use.  To provide emo-
tional support for grieving families, 
they teamed up with Chai Lifeline and 
trained a crisis intervention team. To 
inform the public about shiva locations 
and visiting hours, they posted the Shi-
va Bulletin online and in newspapers. 

Rabbi Meyer said, “This is the funda-
ment of chesed. Stop, look and listen. 
You don’t have to be an official ‘Misas-
kim volunteer’ to make a difference to a 

suffering individual. You can join Misas-
kim’s ’chessed revolution’ by thinking 
of how you can help the needy people 
in your life. 

“Some things you can do which I 
learned from my experience with my 
Misaskim families: Before going to be 
menachem avel (comfort mourners),   
why not find out if it’s a convenient 
time for you to visit? All too often, we 
come to families after 11 pm on the first 
day of shiva, and the family members 

NCYI on the move

rael of Oak Park in Michigan.  Rabbi 
Schachter, a noted Talmudic scholar 
and Rosh Yeshiva of the rabbinical 
school (RIETS) at Yeshiva University, 
is also a prolific writer and lecturer on a 
wide variety of subjects relating to Jew-
ish law.

Rabbi Schachter spent Shabbat 
speaking about a plethora of current is-
sues.  In addition, he was the featured 
speaker at a communitywide Melava 
Malka at the Young Israel of Oak Park, 
at which time he delivered a lecture en-
titled “Honest to G-d: Living Our Lives 
with Integrity.”  On Sunday morning, 
Rabbi Schachter spoke to parents and 
children at Yeshivat Akiva, followed by 
a discussion at the Young Israel of Oak 
Park about the halachic implications of 
genetic engineering.

“Rav Schachter’s visit to Detroit 
from Nov 6th thru the 8th was a great 

success,” said Rabbi Michael Cohen, 
the Mara D’Atra of the Young Israel 
of Oak Park.  “During his visit he was 
able to speak to a very diverse group of 
people ranging from a group of Fam-
ily Law practitioners to whom he spoke 
about the divorce process and issues of 
custody, to a group of parents to whom 
he spoke about Kivud Av V’aim for the 
21st century, to a group of healthcare 
professionals to whom he spoke about 
genetic testing and genetic engineer-
ing.”

During that same weekend, the 
NCYI Department of Synagogue Ser-
vices also hosted a special program on 
the East Coast.  On Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, the NCYI held another install-
ment of one its popular programs called 
“Regional Synagogue Leadership Day.”  
�e leadership training and education 
program, which took place at the Young 

Shlomo Z. Mostofsky, Pres. NCYI,  
lecturing at Lay Leadership Program 

uno ad
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In that area, too, is Herodion, the mini-Masada, with its breath-taking views 
of the area and exciting excavations, including the newly discovered King Herod’s 
tomb. 

South, along this historic road linking the original “Bible Belt,” we enter He-
bron and the tombs of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs. Only after its miraculous lib-
eration have Jews once  returned to  pray at the tombs of the fathers and mothers 
of the nation. It took two thousand years. It was worth waiting for a miracle. Here,  
too, idealist young families forged the way for the nation and so today, Am Yisroel  
has returned to the second holiest city on earth. We are back! 

If we continue south we travel through breath-taking areas on the margins of 
the Judean desert, where David �ed from his enemies. We can trace his steps and 
say the words of Psalms that he wrote right there. 

The Negev Desert, the great empty spaces, the wild craggy mountains and 
the hidden springs beckon. Here is where you can feel what our people felt during 
their wanderings. You can almost hear that “thin quiet voice” that spoke to the 
prophets.

The Dead Sea, Ein Gedi springs and Masada are usually a package day tour. 
From the unique phenomenon of the only water where you can not sink, to the 
unparalleled drama of  the  last  stand  against Rome at Masada, to the refreshing 
waterfalls of Ein Gedi where David confronted Saul...what more can one say? 

The Galilee. One of my favorite parts of the Land. Up north - the green moun-
tains, lush valleys, Kinneret Lake, nature reserves...

From ancient history and archeology (the oldest synagogue in the world, the 
oldest Jewish �shing boat on earth) to nature, to fun activities for the kids, plan to 
spend  a few days here. 

The Golan Heights - a hikers dream; a wine tasters dream; an archaeologists 
‘dream ... and a synagogue with the the name of one of the Mishna personalities 
cut on the front lintel!

Gamla - site of the  heroic stand against Titus and the oldest synagogue in 
the world! 

With the  victory of  the Six Day War, Israel turned the Golan Heights  from an 
ever-threatening shadow of death to a mountain of security. Jews dream no more. 
You are home!  We have returned to this Biblical area (Bashan in the Bible). 

Our enemies were swept  from the heights above, and now we are looking 
down on them and they are not pointing their guns down on us. Thank you G-d...” 
He never slumbers, the Guardian of Israel.

After introducing you to some of the Land  let me assure you  that if you liked 
the Book (of books), you will love the Land! 

What a country!

Shalom Pollack is an Israeli-licensed tour guide.  He will be giving a lecture tour in 
the U.S. after Sukkot. Visit his website at shalompollacktours.co.il or e-mail him at 
shalompo@yahoo.com

UNO ad 
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are exhausted both emotionally and 
physically, but they’re busy entertain-
ing well-meaning visitors. Give those 
people some space. They’re human! 
They need their privacy and their un-
winding time – especially on that fi rst 
traumatic day! When you are send-
ing supper to a needy family, why not 
spend a moment fi nding out their 
taste preferences? We once had an in-
stance when we’ve discovered a fridge 
stocked with a week’s worth of suppers 
of meatballs and spaghetti – and those 
people happened to have been allergic 
to meatballs! What about off ering to 
do your friend a favor after she fi nishes 
sitting shiva and everyone has already 
forgotten about her? That’s what we 
try to accomplish with the Yesomim 
Chol Hamoed Trip! Life after the death 
of a loved one death is painful. Think of 
how you can alleviate the pain. These 
ideas may seem to be trivial. But that’s 
truly what chesed is all about. Think-

ing of the details which may be insig-
nifi cant to you, but are important to 
the recipient and doing them right. As 
one Misaskim benefi ciary commented, 
‘You even took my laundry to the laun-
dromat to prepare my house for shiva. 
How can I thank you for thinking of ev-
erything?!’ 

“And one more tip: You don’t have 
to start big. People have great ideas, 
but they think that it’s impossible for 
them to do it. I am overwhelmed how 
a small chesed initiative mushroomed 
into a national organization. When 
we started out, no one knew about 
Misaskim. Today, we’ve made break-
throughs in Washington DC, made 
improvements at La Guardia, Kennedy 
and Newark Airports; we’ve teamed up 
with local and Federal agencies and 
become a primary go-to contact in 
emergency situations. Still, making it 
big was never our goal. We only want-
ed to help people. And the better we 

can do it, the happier we are!”  
For hundreds of people, Misaskim 

makes the worst of times a little bit bet-
ter. It’s not only what they do; it’s how 
they do it. They truly feel for you, care 
about you and want to help you. And 
that’s what chesed is all about.

A recent aveil related her experi-
ence with Misaskim: “They came in and 
brought everything - chairs for us and 
chairs for visitors, a water cooler, since 
it was so hot and siddurim for min-
yonim. They even covered the mirrors.  
All without any fuss, justly quickly and 
smoothly. They're amazing!” 

Sarah Spielman, a freelance writer and published 
author, teaches high school language arts and runs 
Words of Wisdom, a private writing business. She re-
sides in Lakewood, NJ.

For more information, go to:  
www.Misaskim.com

Call 410-417-seat (7328) or go to PickYourownseat.com

Safe & Secure 
program to add 
to your Shul’s 
existing web site

PickYourownseat is the easiest way for your Shul members to pick 

their own seat in the Shul or Synagogue for Rosh Hashanah and/or Yom 

Kippur.

PickYourownseat benefits both your shul and your members.

PickYourownseat takes up very little space on your Shul’s website.

PickYourownseat eliminates fighting over seats.

PickYourownseat is completely customizable

PickYourownseat  allows for Pre-reserved VIP seats for the Rabbi, etc

PickYourownseat  gives the Gabbai full control over the seats If your Shul does not 
have their own web 

site, call us.

program to add 
to your Shul’s 
existing web siteexisting web site

their own seat in the Shul or Synagogue for Rosh Hashanah and/or Yom 

  allows for Pre-reserved VIP seats for the Rabbi, etc

If your Shul does not 
have their own web 

site, call us.PickYourOwnSeat is full of great features. See for
yourself how it works. Test drive it for free.

foR SHulS/SYnaGoGueS aRound tHe woRld/S
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